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1. Introduction

For the first time the term «fizicheski nauki» («physical
sciences») appeared written down by a Bulgarian in about 1800. It
was Sofronii Vrachanski (1739-1813), the famous Bulgarian man-
of-letters and cleric, who wrote this term on the margin of one of his
manuscripts together with an explanation (or translation?)-
«natural sciences»!. However, the acquaintance of the Bulgarians
with the physical sciences started in the middle of 1820s, when the
subject physics was introduced in some Bulgarian schools. The
dissemination of physical knowledge and physical sciences on
Bulgarian soil was a prolonged and complicated process, which was
initiated under the influence of the Greek Enlightenment.

The general picture of the history of spreading physics in

" Bulgaria is already fairly clear?. Some of the most interesting

problems in this history are already comprehesively studied, for
example-the life and activities of the first Bulgarian scholar in the
field of natural philosophy Doctor Peter Beron?, and the first
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Bulgarian PhD thesis in physics, defended by Dimiter Moutev at
the Berlin University in 18424,

In this paper an attempt is made to present the process of
dissemination of the Newton’s physics on the Bulgarian soil during
the National Revival, We have confined ourselves to the Newton’s
mechanics for two reasons: the first reason is the obvious fact, that
when we are saying «Newton’s physics”, we mean Newton’s
«Principia» and Newton’s laws of mechanics and gravitation (don’t
we?), and the second reason is our conclusion that it is Newton’s
mechanics, and especially its law of universal gravitation, that had
made Newton’s name a symbol of the Enlightenment and the social
progress for the Bulgarian intellectuals before the Liberation of
Bulgaria.

Only Bulgarian books and other materials of Bulgarian origin are
investigated in the paper.

2. The role at the neohellenic schools for disseminating the Newton’s
physics among the Bulgarians.

At the end of 18th and in the beginning of 19th century, for the
first time on the Balkans, physics was introduced as a school subject
in the new Hellenic schools in Kydonia, on the Chios Island, in
Smirna, Bucharest and Jassy. Many young Bulgarians went to these
schools and got acquainted with Newton’s physics there, A number
of them became later popularizers of physics on Bulgarian soil.
Three names are to be mentioned in the first place - Ivan
Seliminski, Emmanuil Vaskidovich, and Konstantin Fotinov®.
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