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Among the ten leading contributors to the quantum revolution, the 
predecessors: Max Planck, Albert Einstein, Niels Bohr and Louis de Broglie; and 
the main actors: Werner Heisenberg, Max Born, Pascual Jordan, Paul Dirac, 
Erwin Schrödinger, and Wolfgang Pauli (in order of appearance), Jordan is the 
only one who was not awarded a Nobel Prize and the only one for whom no full 
length biography has been written. In preparing my talk, I have used the lively 
recollections of Engelbert Schücking [2], the proceedings of the Mainz 
Symposium [3], Karl Von Meyenn's account [4-6] and the general treatises on the 
history of quantum theory cited below. 

Pascual Jordan (1902 – 1980), “at fourteen, had a plan of writing a big book on all the fields 
of science” [7, p. 45]. In a sense, he remained faithful to his teens’ dream: at the University of 
Göttingen he studies the regular courses in mathematics, physics and zoology; on top of his main 
input to the foundations of quantum mechanics and quantum field theory he works (and publishes 
papers and books) on cosmology, biology, psychology, philosophy, religion. May be such an 
encyclopedic outlook, along with some personal traits and his elitist political preferences, had 
conspired to deprive him, alone among the creators of quantum theory, of the Nobel Prize. In the 
words of the French historian of science: “Among the creators of quantum mechanics Pascual 
Jordan is certainly the least known, although he contributed more than anybody else quantum 
field theory to be born” [8].  
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